
March 25, 2013 
Everything Old is New Again 

First, I want to make sure everyone knows about the documentary that will be 
airing on PBS FRONTLINE in 2 Parts: April First is 2 hours, and April Second is 3 
hours.   

The documentary is called “KIND HEARTED WOMAN” and it follows the life of 
Robin Charbonneau PoorBear and her family, for three years as she comes to 
grips with her life, her situation, and she decides to fight against both her own 
addiction and the abuse she experienced growing up, and during her adult life on 
Spirit Lake Rez.  

You will see deep inside the rez, behind the doors of ‘one of those houses’ that 
you would typically drive past and not want to look into.   

It took monumental courage for Robin to agree to do this documentary, and for 
her children, who also had to come to grips with what was happening in their 
lives.  

This documentary is going to trigger a lot of strong reactions in people who have 
walked along that same bumpy road, suffered the same abuses, and dealt with a 
corrupt and uncaring system.  

There will be outreach available after the showing.  The information will be 
provided on air. I strongly urge anyone who watches this, especially those on the 
rez, many of whom are going through this same cycle of abuse, corruption, 
addiction, anger, hopelessness, to have a pen and paper handy so you can write 
down the contact information in case you need it later.   

There has been great interest generated in this documentary. The New York 
Times has done some fantastic write-ups in the lead-up to April 1 & 2nd showings.  

This particular documentary is going global. Countries all over the world are 
going to be watching this.  It will give my readers, who have never set foot on the 
rez, a real true-life depiction of what is all too common on the rez: abuse & 
corruption.  

And, you will see a woman who thought her life was hopeless, find her courage, 
her strength and her purpose in this world as she struggles to overcome 
unbelievable opposition and obstacles.  

The challenges that she meets, and how she deals with them, and how her life 
has changed because she didn’t give up, is an inspiration to anyone, on or off the 
rez.  

To check for viewing times in your area, go to: 
http://www.pbs.org/tv_schedules/ 
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And to view the show live streaming: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/ 

 

Meanwhile, the same cycle of abuse, corruption continues to play out in the 
everyday lives of young and old on the rez.  

I received this email, and I will let it speak for itself: 

I wrote to you a while back I think it was in January some time. I wrote to 
you about my daughter and her boyfriend Pernell Cavanaugh when they 
broke up and Pernell used physical violence against her. 

He hit and kicked her. He really bruised her up and we called the P.D and 
officer Terry Morgan came and took photos and told her that she did not 
have to sign a complaint on him, that a domestic assault like that was a 
mandatory arrest and  jail time. 

Well that little Bustard was never arrested and all the photos some how 
vanished. 

My daughter went to court on Wednesday the 13th. 

Ever since they broke up, Pernell was always calling her and 
threatening  her so she had his phone number blocked. But, when she 
went to court he lied his ass off saying he was just trying to talk to his 
daughter (who is just now two years old and is just now barely talking) so 
the judge told my daughter to unblock his number so he can communicate 
with his two-year old daughter.  

That little S.O.B never spent an hour in jail thanks to that fucken woman 
beater himself Leon LaRock pardon my French. The woman judge (I don’t 
know her name) but she just would not let my daughter tell her what really 
happened.  

Terry Morgan was supposed to take the police report that he made that 
night to the court house that day but he never showed up.  Later he told 
the judge that he was looking for the photos and the report but misplaced 
them and could not find them.  

It is getting to that point that the ones who are sworn to uphold the law and 
protect the innocent are protecting the bad guys instead. And the way I 
look at it is those that are suppose to uphold the law break the law them 
self’s then there is no law just a fight for survival. 

 

So, you see? The BIA never files any reports of domestic abuse, rape, child rape. 
They ‘misplace’ their reports and photos.  They mislead the victims.  
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This is not an isolated case, this is the pattern, the constant.  

For those who think the name Terry Morgan rings a bell, it should. Years ago I 
blogged about how he, as a BIA cop, was having sex with an underage girl, while 
his wife and children were later to find out, he got her pregnant.  

He dumped his wife, his kids, and married up the teenager, and they are still, to 
this day, married and have at least 2 children.   

So, you see? As a BIA Cop, the ones that are supposed to be reporting rape, 
assault, underage drinking, are the ones going out and having sex with the 
underage girls.  No penalties.   

Bentley GreyBear, a vicious domestic abuser of his wife and grandchildren. Ray 
Cavenaugh, another domestic abuser. Rowdy Cavenaugh, who never turns in 
any reports, never reads any reports, and ignores then shreds serious and 
relevant documents, are just the tip of the incompetent and corrupt BIA.  

The Director of the BIA doesn’t even make an attempt to supervise, oversee any 
of the agents. The higher up you go in the BIA, the more you see people NOT 
doing their jobs.  

How can anyone expect, with standards that low, that anything is being fixed or 
improved on the rez now that the same BIA is, via their Strike Teams and other 
PR Jokes, ‘taking over’ Tribal Social Services.  

They like to blame troublemakers such as those who report the abuses, for their 
inability to ‘make substantial progress’ on the rez.  I beg to differ. They both claim 
they’ve made substantial strides (Mobile Fingerprinting Machine is the symbol 
they like to point to, despite not having removed one child from the Registered 
Sex Offenders or abusers that are currently enjoying the BIA’s form of non-
policing, and then they blame the whistle blowers for making it hard to hire and 
keep qualified people out there.  

I know that there are qualified and dedicated people in the field who would look 
at the situation in Spirit Lake and take it on, in a heartbeat, because they are 
good at what they do and they really want to help and they have the 
qualifications and credentials to do it.  

Nothing I say in this blog, nor what anyone else says on TV would discourage 
them. They are like Fire Horses. When they hear the Alarm Bells go off, they 
chomp at the bit to get at it.  

It’s not the ‘loudmouths’ that are discouraging them, it’s the corruption.  Imagine 
showing up to dig in and fix this mess, only to find that the very people who made 
the mess are still running things, and in the same way.  Imagine finding yourself 
unable to accomplish anything you are trained to do, because those who are in a 
position of power, are thwarting you, sabotaging you and making it impossible.  
Would that be a little more the reason why people won’t hire in or won’t stay?  
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Think about it and get back to me. I’d love to hear it.  

The Slumber of Denial 

Now, think about this: Reservations are on Federal Lands. Federal Lands have 
the Resources that Resource Extraction Giants want to consume: Oil, Uranium, 
Minerals, Water, Timber.  

National Resources are supposed to be under the purview of the Department of 
Interior.  Again, I remind about the scandals of the chaos at the Department of 
the Interior where it turns out that major leases, grants, permissions to the 
resources that are supposed to be our Nation’s Wealth, were instead being 
traded for hookers, blow and the occasional microwave.  

How many billions of our dollars were we, as a nation ripped off by those antics? 
No one was fired. No one went to jail. The BIA is under the Supervision of the 
Department of Interior.  

There is very big money involved and our resources are gifted away, and they 
need for Indian People to have broken spirits, and to give up on the lands and 
themselves, so that they can continue to rape the resources, profiting only a well-
connected few, ripping off the rest of us.  

And our Tax Dollars are going to pay their salaries as they rip us off. We pay for 
them to not do their jobs of reporting abuses, child rape, violence.  

It is important to some that the people never have a chance to heal, and they 
never have justice.  For once Indian People stand up, face the evil, they become 
stronger, and they can make demands, and they can reveal the truth, and some 
very, very important people, with very powerful life-long political connections, will 
go to jail.  

When Indians start to stand up, others take note. Soon, more are standing up. 
And then it is not so easy to give away the lands, the resources, and we will all 
know who is doing what, and where, and we can ALL, ALL OF US, protect our 
future together.  

Meanwhile, the abuses against women and children, the trafficking of babies, 
goes on, because the ultimate resource to sell is the Future.  And selling the 
Future, those babies, to abusers and rapists, is still the one rock they don’t want 
anyone turning over.  

They saw the national outrage over Penn State Scandal and Sandusky.  If 
anyone thinks Sandusky did it alone, you’re kidding yourself. You’re in denial.  

If anyone thinks that these abuses of children are not part of a bigger, greater evil 
that affects all of us, you too, are in deep, slumbering denial.  You stir in your 
waking sleep, uneasy, angry, frustrated and fearful and you can’t really figure out 
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why. Something is wrong and you know it, but you can’t quite put your finger on 
it.  

Slowly, like that alarm that wedges between your dreams and your waking, you 
are hearing bells go off and you know that your world is about to change into the 
real world.  You may try to cling to that dream where ignorance is bliss, but it is 
melting from your fingers, dropping you like newborn, into the cold reality of 
where you are now.   

We need each other if we are to have a chance to change this and what it does 
to all of us. 

Wake up. We have work to do. We are all late for work. But our future depends 
on it.  In fact, what we do now, how we act on what we know, will determine the 
future.  Our failure to act has led us to this dismal, evil place where children are 
traded like baseball cards, mothers are beaten up, and the abusers are protected 
by men in badges, in suits, and in high places.  

What I say disturbs you, makes you angry. You want it to go away. But it won’t 
because it can’t. It is real.  You are being pried out of your ignorance is bliss. You 
know the Truth when you hear it. And you know when you are being lied to. 
Fiction won’t work on you like it used to.  You’ve tasted the Truth. You know what 
is real. 

We, together, can make those high places quake. We must. Nothing in us will 
allow us to do nothing.  We are Being Humans again. We are remembering what 
that means. 

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

 


